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CHAPTER  I 


INTRODUCTION 


An  essential  prerequisite  for  any  comprehensive  program 
of  city  planning  is  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  use  of  land 
within  a  community  and  its  environs.   A  survey  or  inventory 
of  what  exists  today  is  necessary  when  attempting  to  chart  a 
future  course  of  action  designed  to  achieve  the  best  possible 
environment.   Mta  Holly  has  two  choices  in  regard  to  the  fu- 
ture development  of  land:  it  can  allow  land  to  develop  haphaz- 
ardly or  land  can  be  developed  to  provide  a  convenient,  econ- 
omic and  orderly  pattern  of  interrelated  uses.   Mt.  Holly's 
decision,  as  reflected  by  this  study,  is  to  achieve  the  latter 
choice. 

This  report  represents  the  START  of  the  Planning  Board's 
program  of  planning  comprehensively  and  intelligently  for  the 
future  of  Mt.  Holly.   It  is  the  beginning  of  a  process  which 
should  never  end  --  a  process  which  should  remain  active  and 
cont  inuou  s . 

PURPOSE 

The  objective  of  this  study  is  to  record  and  analyze  the 
existing  use  of  land  in  the  Mt.  Holly  Planning  Area  and  to  use 
such  data  in  the  development  of  a  land  use  plan  and  other  stud- 
ies and  plans  which  the  Planning  Board  may  undertake  from  time 
to  time.   Basic  to  all  city  planning  work  Is  a  knowledge  of  the 
existing  use  of  land.   It  serves  as  a  point  of  departure  and 
will  provide  data  and  background  material  for  the  land  use  plan, 
the  major  street  plan  and  the  proposed  revision  of  Mt.  Holly's 
Zoning  Ordinance.   Private  groups  and  public  agencies  should 
find  the  data  contained  in  this  report  to  prove  beneficial  when 
making  decisions  which  are  concerned  with  the  development  of 
land  . 


In  summary,  the  objective  of  this  Land  Use  Survey  is  to 
provide  pertinent,  useful  data  on  the  existing  use  of  land  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  Mt.  Holly's  continuous  and 
comprehensive  city  planning  program  but  also  to  assist  all  in- 
dividuals and  groups  —  private  and  public  —  that  play  an 
important  role  in  land  development. 


METHODOLOGY  AND  SCOPE 

The  objectives  of  this  study  were  accomplished  by: 

preparing  a  base  map  of  the  Mt.  Holly  Planning  Area 

delineating  the  Mt.  Holly  Planning  Area  into  study 

areas  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  analyzing  in- 
fo rma  t  ion 

conducting  a  detailed  field  survey  to  determine  the 

type,  location  and  amount  of  land  uses  in  the  Planning 
Area 

analyzing  the  data  obtained  in  the  field  survey 

studying  previous  reports  and  studies  prepared  for  Mt. 

Holly 

Mt.  Holly  Planning  Area  -  The  planning  area  for  this  study 
includes  the  Town  of  Mt.  Holly  and  that  area  outside  of  Mt. 
Holly  which  is  now  somewhat  urban  in  character  or  which  is  like- 
ly to  become  urbanized  within  the  next  twenty  year  period.   It 
contains  approximately  11  square  miles  of  land  and  includes  the 
unincorporated  communities  of  Catawba  Heights  and  North  Belmont. 
This  area  is  referred  to  throughout  this  study  as  the  Mt.  Holly 
Planning  Area.   Map  1  shows  the  extent  of  the  Planning  Area's 
bounda  r  ie  s  . 

Delineation  of  Study  Areas  -  The  Mt.  Holly  Planning  Area 
has  been  delineated  into  twelve  study  areas  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  relatively  small  areas  which  could  be  analyzed  more 
thoroughly  and  given  more  individual  attention  than  could  the 
Planning  Area  as  a  whole.   Study  Area  1  corresponds  to  the  Mt. 
Holly  Central  Business  District  and  has  been  given  additional  de- 
tailed analysis  in  this  report.   Study  Areas  2  through  5  divide 
the  remainder  of  the  Town  into  quadrants  by  using  Main  Street  and 
Charlotte  Avenue  as  boundaries.   Study  Area  6  through  1.2  includes 
those  parts  of  the  Planning  Area  which  are  outside  of  the  town 
limits.   The  various  study  area  delineations  are  shown  on  Map  1. 
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CHAPTER  II 

EXISTING  LAND  USE  ANALYSIS 

This  chapter  provides  statistical  and  mapped  information 
on  the  existing  use  of  land  in  the  Mt.  Holly  Planning  Area  and 
presents  a  general  discussion  of  such  data.   Its  contents  — 
both  written  and  graphic  --  will  form  the  basis  for  all  city 
planning  work  and  should  be  reviewed  periodically  and  revised 
as  needed.   The  attempt  has  been  to  treat  the  relationship  of 
physical,  social  and  economic  elements  to  the  use  of  land  and 
identify  the  critical  land  use  problems  which  exist.   A  gen- 
eral discussion  of  each  land  use  type  makes  up  the  major  por- 
tion of  the  chapter. 

The  information  contained  in  this  chapter  was  obtained  by 
conducting  a  detailed  field  survey  throughout  the  Mt.  Holly 
Planning  Area  in  order  to  record  the  use  of  land,  the  external 
condition  of  houses,  the  racial  occupancy  of  dwellings  and  the 
location  of  major  land  use  problems.   Tables  1  and  2  present  a 
statistical  inventory  of  land  use  in  the  Planning  Area.   Map  2 
shows  the  existing  use  of  land  within  the  Planning  Area.   The 
land  use  information  is  divided  into  six  broad  categories  and 
into  various  sub-categories  as  follows: 

PRODUCTION 
Extractive 
Manufacturing 
Manufacturing  Service 

RETAIL  TRADE 

SERVICE 
Consume  r 
Professional 
Business 

TRANSPORTATION 

SOCIAL  AND  CULTURAL 
Personal  Development 
Health  and  Welfare 

RESIDENTIAL 

S  ing 1 e-Fami  1  y 
Mu 1 1  i-Fami ly 
Boarding  House 
Trailer 

VACANT 

A  definition  and  description  of  each  land  use  type  is  in- 
cluded in  the  appendix  of  this  report. 
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POPULATION  AND  ECONOMY 

Mt.  Holly's  present  population  of  A, 037  is  centered  around 
the  textile  industry  which  dominates  all  of  Gaston  County.  The 
Town's  population  is  expected  to  show  a  slight  gain  during  the 
twenty  year  planning  period.   The  projected  population  of  Mt. 
Holly  and  the  Mt.  Holly  Planning  Area  may  be  expected  to  in- 
crease as  follows: 


Mt.  Holly 


1960 

4, 

,037 

1965 

4, 

,202 

1970 

4. 

,582 

1975 

5, 

,039 

1980 

5, 

,469 

Gain 


165 
380 
457 
430 


Mt.  Holly  Plan- 
ning  Area 


9,857 
10,342 
11  ,029 
11,680 
12 ,441 


Gain 


485 
687 
651 

761 


In  projecting  Mt.  Holly's  population  no  attempt  was  made  to  an- 
ticipate any  annexations  which  might  be  made. 

The  growth  of  Metropolitan  Charlotte  could  cause  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  above  population  projections  if  Mt.  Holly 
will,  through  its  continuous  planning  program,  strive  to  obtain 
the  best  possible  social,  economic  and  physical  environment.  The 
community  which  has  the  most  to  offer  in  terms  of  residential  en- 
vironment, community  facilities,  community  services,  industrial 
sites  and  shopping  facilities  will  more  than  hold  its  own  in  at- 
tracting this  growth,  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Textile,  the  most  influential  factor  in  Mt.  Holly's  economy, 
is  likely  to  experience  little  or  no  growth  in  employment.   This 
will  lead  to  an  ou t -migra t ion  of  persons  entering  the  labor  force, 
A  continued  improvement  in  other  areas  of  employment,  especially 
services  and  trades,  with  some  gain  in  small,  diversified  indus- 
tries should  help  offset  this  trend. 

Expected  decreases  in  textile  employment  may  ultimately  be 
a  good  thing,  for  more  modernization  in  plants  will  bring  more 
stability  to  the  industry  and  require  an  upgrading  of  the  labor 
force,  with  employees  having  higher  skill  levels,  more  education, 
and  greater  per  capita  income.   As  other  economic  sectors  expand, 
the  whole  community  will  have  a  better  balanced  economy  with 
marked  advances  in  overall  standards  of  living. 

RESIDENTIAL  LAND  USES 


The  amount  of  land  in  residential  use  accounts  for  the  larg- 
est percentage  —  52.78  percent  —  of  developed  land  within  the 
Planning  Area.   The  largest  concentrations  of  residential  use  are 
located  in  Mt.  Holly,  in  Catawba  Heights  and  in  North  Belmont. 
Table  III  presents  a  detailed  breakdown  of  residential  land  use 
in  the  Planning  Area. 
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single-family  dwellings  account  for  all  but  an  insignifi- 
cant number  of  the  Area's  residences.   Only  27  multi-family 
dwellings  are  found  in  Mt.  Holly  and  40  within  the  total  Plan- 
ning Area.   The  outside  urban  area  contains  twice  the  number  of 
residences  —  1,950  —  compared  with  998  --  that  is  found  in  Mt. 
Holly.   This  Indicates  that  about  50  percent  of  the  Planning 
Area's  total  population  is  now  without  adequate  municipal  ser- 
vices and  controls. 

Housing  Condition  -  An  external  survey  was  made  of  the  con- 
dition of  housing  throughout  the  Planning  Area  and  the  results 
recorded  on  Map  3.   Each  residential  structure  was  evaluated  on 
the  basis  of  apparent  structural  condition,  maintenance  and  en- 
vironment.  The  following  ratings  were  applied  to  each  house: 

Excel  lent--thls  evaluation  was  given  to  above  average  hous- 
ing which  is  in  good  condition  and  needs  only  to  maintain 
its  present  status. 

Standard--average  housing  or  housing  which  needs  to  have  a 
few  minor  repairs  made  were  given  this  classification. 

Substandard--this  designation  was  applied  to  housing  which 
needs  major  rehabilitation  action  to  prevent  its  decline 
into  a  state  of  advanced  deterioration  and  to  housing  which 
has  already  advanced  into  a  stage  of  extreme  blight.   Hous- 
ing receiving  this  classification  will  qualify  as  substand- 
ard under  the  Federal  Urban  Renewal  Program. 

Table  IV  presents  a  statistical  Inventory  of  housing  condi- 
tions in  Mt.  Holly  and  the  outside  planning  area. 

Over  67  percent  of  the  housing  in  Mt.  Holly  received  a  stand- 
ard or  average  rating.   This  type  of  housing  represents  a  major- 
ity in  each  Study  Area.   An  excellent  rating  was  given  to  16.5 
percent  of  the  Town's  housing.   The  largest  concentration  of  this 
housing  is  in  the  northern  part  of  Study  Area  3.   Study  Areas  2 
and  5  contain  a  considerable  number  of  excellent  houses  but  they 
are  relatively  nonexistent  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  Town  — 
S  t udy  Area  4. 


Study  Area  4  contains  the  highest  percent  of  substandard 
housing  --  23.7  percent  followed  by  Study  Area  3  with  19.1  per- 
cent and  Study  Area  5  with  15.1  percent.   Study  Area  2  in  the 
northwest  part  of  Mt.  Holly  has  only  7  substandard  houses  with- 
in its  boundaries.   The  largest  concentration  of  this  type  hous- 
ing is  located  in  Study  Area  3  between  Herms  Avenue  and  Dutchman's 
Creek.   Other  large  concentrations  are  found  in  Study  Area  4  be- 
tween Alexander  Street  and  the  Catawba  River  and  in  Study  Area 
along  Hawthorne  Street  between  Rankin  Street  and  Glendale  Street. 
All  three  areas  would  qualify  as  a  Federal  Urban  Renewal  Project. 
Through  urban  renewal  these  areas  could  be  cleared  and  redevelop- 
ed into  hea 1  thy , de s 1 rab 1 e  residential  sections. 
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Racial  Distribution  -  Map  4  shows  the  location  of  Negro 
housing  within  the  Planning  Area.   Almost  all  of  this  housing 
is  found  in  the  Town  of  Mt.  Holly.   A  comparison  of  the  Negro 
Housing  Map  and  the  Housing  Condition  Map  shows  the  areas  of 
Negro  housing  to  correspond  closely  with  the  areas  of  sub- 
standard housing. 

SOCIAL  AND  CULTURAL  FACILITIES 

Social  and  cultural  facilities  —  schools,  parks,  churches, 
etc.  --  occupy  41.32  acres  of  land  or  6.32  percent  of  the  de- 
veloped land  in  Mt.  Holly.   A  much  larger  amount  of  land  --  137.69 
acres  --  is  devoted  to  this  use  outside  of  the  Town;  however,  a 
golf  course  accounts  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  outside 
acreage. 

The  use  and  appearance  of  public  land  should  set  a  good  ex- 
ample for  all  private  development.   Mt.  Holly  should,  as  its 
planning  program  matures,  consider  undertaking  a  separate  plan- 
ning study  of  community  facilities  --  both  existing  and  proposed 
--  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  amount  of  land  needed  for 
such  usage  and  the  relative  location  of  the  various  facilities. 

COMMERCIAL  LAND  USE 
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iusiness  District  -  Map  5  identifies  the  ground 
each  parcel  of  land  and  shows 


floor  activity  taking  place  on 
the  definite  boundaries  of  the  Mt.  Holly  central  business  dis- 
trict.  Table  V  presents  a  statistical  summary  of  the  use  of 
land  in  the  CBD.   Retail  trade  activities  are  the  major  users 
of  land  with  52.4  percent  of  the  developed  land. 
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TABLE  IV 

NUMERICAL  INVENTORY  OF  HOUSING  CONDITION 

TOWN  OF  MT.  HOLLY 

12     3      4      5 


STUDY  AREA: 


%  of 
Total    Total 


Excellent 
S  t anda  r d 
Substandard 
TOTAL  CITY 


54  73 

97  168 

7  56 

158  297 


4     35 

127    277 

40     55 


171 


367 


166  16.5 

699  67.5 

158  16.0 

993  100.0 


OUTSIDE  PLANNING  AREAS 


STUDY  AREA: 


10 


7.  of 
11    12   Total   Total 


Excellent  13    53     1    13    39     2 

Standard  226   491   309   206   162   105 

Substandard        19    56    30    19    27    69 


7  128  6.5 
72  1,571  80.0 
34     254    13. 5 


TOTAL  OUTSIDE 

PLANNING  AREAS   253   600   340   238   228   176   113   1,953   1.00.0 
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As  Charlotte  Metropolitan  growth  proceeds  outward  it  will 
bring  regional  shopping  centers  to  the  very  fringes  of  Mt.  Holly, 
and  new  and  improved  roads  are  going  to  bring  downtown  Charlotte 
into  the  immediate  reach  of  everyone.   These  conditions  should 
cause  a  decline  in  general  merchandising  in  Mt.  Holly.   Commer- 
cial activity  will  evolve  into  the  type  which  is  found  in  outly- 
ing shopping  centers  —  and  the  commercial  concentration  will  be 
directed  to  services.   Mt.  Holly's  position  as  a  commercial  cen- 
ter will  depend  on  the  development  of  first  class  facilities 
which  at  least  meet  the  quality  of  regional  shopping  centers  that 
will  surely  come  to  Mt.  Holly's  fringe  with  Metropolitan  Charlotte 
growth , 

Serious  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  possibility  of 
requesting  the  Planning  Board  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  future 
development  of  Downtown.  It  would  involve  the  development  of  a 
detailed  plan  for  redesigning  the  CBD  and  arriving  at  a  program 
for  gradual  redevelopment.  The  goal  would  be  to  develop  a  com- 
pact, accessible  shopping  area  with  ample  off-street  parking  in 
downtown  Mt.  Holly. 

INDUSTRIAL  LAND  USE 

Industrial  land  use  accounts  for  43.86  acres  of  land  in  Mt. 
Holly  and  114.01  acres  of  land  in  the  outside  urban  area.   A 
small  concentration  of  Industrial  uses  exists  along  the  railroad 
from  the  central  business  district  to  the  Catawba  River.   No  one 
large  concentration  is  evident  as  most  of  the  industrial  activity 
is  scattered  throughout  the  Planning  Area. 

Intermixed  land  use  presents  a  problem  in  many  of  the  indus- 
trial areas.   This  is  especially  true  along  Charlotte  Avenue  in 
the  eastern  part  of  Mt.  Holly.   This  problem  has  resulted  from  an 
Inadequate  zoning  ordinance  which  permits  residences  In  industrial 
areas.   Future  zoning  should  protect  the  industrial  areas  from  re- 
sidential encroachment  as  well  as  protect  residences  from  Indus- 
t  ry  . 

STREETS  AND  RAILROADS 


There  are  433.56  acres  of  land  devoted  to  streets  and  116.55 
acres  to  railroads  within  the  Planning  Area.   In  Mt.  Holly  163.91 
acres  are  occupied  by  streets  and  34.62  acres  by  railroads.  This 
is  a  great  deal  of  land  but  it  Is  within  the  accepted  standard 
for  the  proper  use  of  land. 

If  less  than  25  percent  of  the  developed  land  Is  in  streets 
it  is  considered  to  be  a  proper  utilization  of  land.   Mt.  Holly 
is  only  slightly  under  this  standard  with  24.71  percent  of  the 
developed  land  devoted  to  streets.   21.70  percent  of  the  total 
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34,400 

23,400 

10 

18,900 
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4,500 

TABLE  V 

LAND  USE  INVENTORY,  MT.  HOLLY  CENTRAL  BUSINESS  DISTRICT 

NUMBER 
CLASSIFICATION OF  EST. FLOOR  SPACE 

RETAIL  99,800 

Primary  Trade 

Secondary  Trade 

Convenience  Trade 
CONSUMER  SERVICE 

Per  sons  1 

Amusement 
PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE  19,800 

Administrative  3  16,700 

Financial  and  Advisory  3  3,100 

BUSINESS  SERVICE  3,400 

Repair  1  3,400 

PERSONAL  DEVELOPMENT  12,900 

Religious  3         12,900 

HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  15,000 

Medical  9  15,000 

MANUFACTURING  SERVICE  7,000 

Construct  ion  1  1 , 500 

Communication  2  2,500 

176,400 
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Planning  Area's  developed  land  consists  of  streets.   Streets 
are  the  second  largest  land  use  within  the  Town  of  Mt.  Holly. 
They  are  maintained  at  public  expense,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
important  that  the  Town  require  developers  to  design  and  con- 
struct streets  and  install  improvements  in  a  manner  that  will 
insure  minimum  public  maintenance  costs. 

The  Major  Street  Plan  which  the  Planning  Board  has  sche- 
duled for  completion  in  the  near  future  will  aid  in  eliminat- 
ing and  preventing  the  type  of  poorly  platted  streets  and 
irregular  circulation  patterns  which  now  exist.   It  will  at- 
tempt to  guide  the  overall  development  of  a  major  street 
system  in  relation  to  existing  and  proposed  land  use  patterns. 
The  Town  should  also  consider  the  possibility  of  adopting 
sound  subdivision  regulations  which  would  assure  the  adequate 
provisions  of  safe  and  convenient  traffic  access  and  circula- 
tion in  new  land  developments. 

VACANT  LAND 

Map  6  shows  the  location  of  vacant  land  throughout  the 
Planning  Area.   There  are  581.75  acres  of  vacant  land  within 
the  Town  of  Mt.  Holly.   This  accounts  for  some  46.7  percent  of 
the  Town's  total  land  area.   The  only  relatively  large  group- 
ing of  vacant  land  is  located  along  and  to  the  north  of  Dutch- 
man's Creek  and  in  the  extreme  western  part  of  Mt.  Holly.   A 
great  deal  of  this  land  is  unsuitable  for  development  because 
it  is  relatively  low  and  subject  to  flooding.   Much  of  the  re- 
maining vacant  land  is  In  small  parcels  and  would  not  be  suit- 
able for  large  developments.   Poor  platting  of  streets  and  lots 
has  caused  a  considerable  amount  of  land  to  be  unusable  because 
of  lack  of  access  and  irregular  lot  size. 

That  portion  of  the  Planning  Area  outside  of  Mt.  Holly  con- 
tains an  abundant  amount  of  vacant  land.   Most  of  this  land  is 
beyond  the  bounds  of  existing  urban  development;  however,  many 
large  tracts  of  vacant  land  are  found  between  developed  areas. 
This  type  of  development  pattern  leaves  vacant  areas  between 
major  traffic  arteries.   It  can  result  in  additional  traffic 
congestion  and  increased  utility  costs  necessitated  by  servic- 
ing spread  out  and  sparsely  developed  areas.   This  is  a  factor 
which  contributes  to  disorderly  growth.   Future  development 
should  be  encouraged  to  fill  the  space  between  existing  devel- 
opments and  use  the  land  now  lying  vacant  for  its  best  possible 
use  in  accord  with  the  Mt.  Holly  Land  Use  Plan. 

ZONING  AND  LAND  USE  IN  MT.  HOLLY 

Mt,  Holly's  present  zoning  districts  are  shown  on  Map  7. 
Many  of  the  areas  zoned  for  industry  contain  a  considerable 
number  of  substandard  residential  dwellings.   This  is  especially 
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true  of  the  industrial  zoning  district  located  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Study  Area  4.   A  comparison  of  the  Zoning  Map  with  the 
Existing  Land  Use  Map  shows  the  degree  to  which  nonconforming 
uses  —  uses  that  are  not  permitted  within  the  zoning  district 
in  which  they  are  located  —  exist  in  Mt.  Holly. 

The  present  Zoning  Ordinance  permits  residences  in  com- 
mercial and  industrial  districts  as  well  as  in  residential  dis- 
tricts.  This  has  contributed  to  the  problem  of  intermixed  land 
use  which  is  evident  in  many  of  the  commercial  and  industrial 
areas.   This  problem  and  the  large  amount  of  nonconforming  uses 
found  in  Mt .  Holly  indicates  that  a  revision  of  the  existing 
Zoning  Ordinance  and  zoning  districts  would  be  desirable.   The 
revised  ordinance  should  be  based  upon  the  Mt.  Holly  Land  Use 
Plan  which  the  Planning  Board  is  now  preparing.   One  major  de- 
ficiency of  the  present  ordinance  is  that  it  is  not  based  on  a 
comprehensive  plan  of  development. 
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Comparison  of  Mt .  Holly's  Land  Use  with  Other  Municipali- 
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Perhaps  a  more  valid  method  for  comparing  land  use  data  is 
to  analyze  the  amount  of  land  occupied  by  each  major  land  use 
category  per  100  persons.   Table  VII  presents  a  summary  of  such 
data.   Information  of  this  type  can  provide  a  basis  for  esti- 
mating the  amount  of  land  required  for  the  future  development 
of  each  land  use  category.   If  it  is  assumed,  for  example,  that 
future  growth  will  not  vary  significantly  from  past  growth,  the 
approximate  amount  of  additional  land  needed  can  be  determined 
by  relating  existing  acreage  to  population  projections.   It  will 
be  necessary,  however,  to  make  a  qualitative  analysis  of  antici- 
pated changes  from  past  land  development  patterns  and  deviate 
as  required  from  existing  acres  per  100  persons. 

SUMMARY 

This  report  has  presented  graphic  and  written  information 
in  regard  to  the  use  of  land  in  the  Mt.  Holly  Planning  Area. 
It  is  not  a  plan  —  but  an  inventory  of  what  exists  —  an  in- 
ventory which  should  be  subjected  to  constant  review  and  re- 
vision, as  needed.   This  Land  Use  Survey  should  serve  as  a 
point  of  departure  for  Mt.  Holly's  comprehensive  program  of  city 
planning. 
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TABLE  VI 

LAND  USE  IN  TEN  NORTH  CAROLINA  MUNICIPALITIES 
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MUNICIPALITIES ; 


MT.  HOLLY 

54 

0 

6 

3 

3 

2 

11 

8 

24 

7 

100 

MT.  AIRY 

53 

0 

7 

9 

6 

2 

12 

6 

20 

3 

100 

SALISBURY 

43 

1 

12 

7 

4 

2 

13 

0 

26 

8 

100 

SPENCER 

31 

7 

4 

8 

2 

4 

21 

7 

38 

7 

100 

KINSTON 

55 

1 

5 

0 

8 

8 

4 

1 

26 

1 

100 

ELIZABETH  CITY 

39 

6 

12 

0 

4 

7 

4 

4 

37 

9 

100 

GOLDSBORO 

51 

8 

10 

6 

8 

9 

5 

1 

23 

6 

100 

WILSON 

48 

0 

6 

3 

6 

6 

7 

1 

29 

0 

100 

LEXINGTON 

56 

8 

8 

5 

5 

8 
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0 

21 

9 

100 

THOMASVILLE 

55 
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14 
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5 

19 
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100 

AVERAGE 

49 
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0 
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27 
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100 
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TABLE  VII 

LAND  USE  IN  TEN  NORTH  CAROLINA  MUNICIPALITIES 
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MUNICIPALITIES 


MT.  HOLLY 

8.87 

1 

02 

.  52 

1.94 

4.06 

MT.  AIRY 

7.  61 

1 

12 

.86 

1.77 

2,93 

SALISBURY 

6.  44 

1 

91 

.63 

1.94 

4.00 

SPENCER 

8.58 

1 

55 

.66 

5.82 

9.99 

KINSTON 

5.08 

23 

.81 

.  69 

2.41 

ELIZABETH  CITY 

4.59 

I 

35 

.52 

.49 

4.25 

GOLDSBORO 

4,29 

88 

.  75 

NA* 

2,  10 

WILSON 

4.80 

92 

,  67 

.71 

2.93 

LEXINGTON 

7.22 

1 

.08 

.  76 

.89 

2.75 

THOMASVILLE 

8.3  4 

2 

.  13 

.49 

1.  14 

2.98 

AVERAGE 

6.  58 

1 

.22 

.  67 

1.71 

3,84 

Comparable  data  not  available. 


Mt.  Holly  does  not  now  have  a  large  number  of  critical 
land  use  problems.   A  revision  of  the  Zoning  Ordinance,  the 
completion  of  a  land  use  plan  and  major  street  plan  and  the 
continuation  of  the  Planning  Board's  comprehensive  planning 
program  should  help  eliminate  existing  land  use  problems  and 
prevent  future  problems.   The  planning  program  will  not, 
however,  be  a  "cure-all"  for  Mt.  Holly's  problems.   It  offers 
the  possibility  of  making  Mt.  Holly  a  more  desirable  place  in 
which  to  live,  work  and  play,  but  such  a  possibility  can  be- 
come a  reality  only  if  the  people  of  Mt  .  Holly  so  desire. 


Perhaps  the  most  important  recommendation  which  this  re- 
port can  make  is  that  the  Mt .  Holly  Planning  Board  use  this 
study  as  a  s t epp i ngs t one  for  initiating  a  continuous  program 
of  planning  comprehensively  for  Mt.  Holly's  future. 


APPENDIX  A 

DEFINITIONS  USED  IN  LAND  USE  CLASSIFICATION  SYSTEM 


PRODUCTION 


Extract  i ve : 


Manu  f a  c  t ur Ing  ! 


Manu  facturinj 
Services: 


RETAIL  TRADE 


SERVICES 


Consume  r ; 


Professional  : 


Business 
Service  : 


Establishments  which  derive  or  create  their 
products  from  the  soil  or  natural  environ- 
ment.  Examples  are:  stone  and  granite  quar- 
ries, surface  mines,  etc. 

The  mechanical  or  chemical  transformation  of 
organic  or  inorganic  substances  into  new 
products  whether  the  products  are  sold  back 
into  the  manufacturing  process,  or  are  sold 
at  wholesale  or  retail. 

Establishments  of  a  manufacturing  nature  or 
character  which  supply  the  general  needs  of 
a  semi-tangible  nature  to  the  public. 

Establishments  selling  commodities  in  small 
quantities  to  the  consumer.   Examples  are: 
department  stores,  specialty  shops,  food 
stores,  service  stations,  auto  dealers,  fur- 
niture stores,  etc. 


Establishments  providing  intangible  needs  for 
immediate  use  including:  personal  services 
such  as  restaurants,  hotels,  motels,  barber 
shops,  dry  cleaning  and  laundry  pick-up  sta- 
tions; amusement  services  such  as  theaters, 
pool  parlors,  bowling  alleys,  race  tracks, 
fairgrounds,  etc. 

Establishments  performing  the  management  du- 
ties in  the  conduct  of  government,  business 
or  welfare  agencies;  or,  engaged  in  provid- 
ing monetary  and  professional  services  to  the 
community  such  as  banks,  offices  of  lawyers, 
accountants,  advertising  agencies,  credit  and 
finance,  etc.;  or,  medical  services  such  as 
clinics,  doctors'  offices,  etc. 

Establishments  of  a  business  character  pro- 
viding maintenance,  installation,  repair  or 
specialized  office  needs  to  individuals  or 
other  businesses. 


TRANSPORTATION    The  conveyance  of  passengers  and  freight  from 
place  to  place,  including  terminals  for  inter- 
change and  rights-of-way  conveyance. 

SOCIAL  AND  CULTURAL 


Persona  1 
Deve lopment 


Health  and 
We  1  f ar e : 


Includes  all  establishments  providing  for  the 
mental  development  or  cultivation  of  persons 
within  the  community  and  for  the  social  better- 
ment of  the  community.   For  example,  schools 
and  research  institutions,  parks,  playgrounds, 
churches,  etc. 

Establishments  providing  for  the  mental  and 
physical  care  of  the  community  and  engaged  in 
the  science  and  art  of  preventing,  curing  or 
alleviating  disease. 


RESIDENTIAL 

S ing 1 e- Fami ly :  A  one-family  detached  structure. 

Multi-Family:   A  structure  or  structures  in  which  two  or  more 
families  have  their  homes;  this  includes  apart- 
ment houses,  group  housing  and  housing  projects. 


Trailer i 


A  mobile  structure  used  as  a  residence. 


Home  or 
Occupa t  ion ; 


An  occupation  conducted  in  a  residence  or  ac- 
cessory building. 


Boarding        Normally  single  rooms  to  individuals  not 
House:  equipped  with  facilities  other  than  bath, 

VACANT  LAND       Land  not  used  for  urban  development. 
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